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SECTION 1   Thinking Skills Assessment 

Instructions to Candidates 

Please read this page carefully, but do not open this question paper until you are told that 
you may do so. 

A separate answer sheet is provided for this section.  Please check you have one. 
You also require a soft pencil and an eraser. 

Please complete the answer sheet with your TSA candidate number, centre number, date of birth 
and name. 

Speed as well as accuracy is important in this section.  Work quickly, or you may not finish the 
paper.  There are no penalties for incorrect responses, only points for correct answers, so you 
should attempt all 50 questions.  All questions are worth one mark. 

Answer on the sheet provided.  Questions ask you to show your choice between five options.  
Choose the one option you consider correct and record your choice on the separate answer sheet.  
If you make a mistake, erase thoroughly and try again.   

Any rough work should be done on this question paper. 

Dictionaries and calculators may NOT be used. 

Developed and administered on behalf of the
University of Oxford by Cambridge Assessment.
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1 If people go to a foreign country, they should try to learn at least some of the language of that 
country because, whilst it is difficult to pick up a good command of a foreign language in a short 
time, learning just a little of a foreign language helps you to find out more about the country itself, 
its people's customs and mannerisms.  As well as this, it means that you can function more easily 
by being able to ask for directions or just by being able to order what you want at a restaurant, 
which is much less embarrassing than pointing and arm-waving.  

 Which one of the following is an expression of the main conclusion of the above argument?  

A It is easier to function in a country if you have learnt the language of that country.  

B You will find out more about a country if you learn the language of that country. 

C It is difficult to learn a foreign language in a short time. 

D When people visit a foreign country they should try to learn some of the language. 

E Speaking a foreign language is easier than having to use sign language. 

2 Stewart and Michael have arranged to meet. Michael is about to set off on his bicycle, and at the 
same time Stewart is going to run to meet him. 

 Michael can cycle at a steady 20 kilometres per hour and Stewart can run at a steady 12 kilometres 
per hour. They live 8 kilometres from each other.   

 How long will it be before they meet? 

A  15 minutes 

B  16 minutes 

C  20 minutes 

D  30 minutes 

E  32 minutes 
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